NOTES  AND  DOCUMENTS 


An  early  record  from  the  Synod  of  Fife, 

c.  1570. 

LINDA  J.  DUNBAR,  B.Sc.,  B.A.,  B.D. 

When  seeking  to  unravel  the  role  of  the  superintendents’  synods  in  the 
first  decade  or  so  of  the  reformed  church  in  Scotland  historians  have 
had  to  content  themselves  with  with  fragments  of  information  gleaned 
from  the  minutes  of  the  General  Assembly.1  The  first  recorded  remit 
of  the  synods  was  to  “consult  upon  the  comon  affaires  of  there 
diodes”.2  It  is  clear  from  the  Assembly  minutes  that  over  the 
following  decade  the  synods  formed  an  increasingly  important  level 
of  jurisdiction  within  the  reformed  church.  Rather  than  merely 
consulting  upon  common  affairs,  they  were  encouraged,  by  the 
Assembly,  actively  to  intervene  to  the  point  of  dominating  and  largely 
controlling  the  ecclesiastical  affairs  of  their  provinces.  During  that 
time  the  General  Assembly  in  effect  established  the  synods  as  an 
intermediate  layer  of  authority  between  it  and  the  parishes.2  Because 
of  the  lack  of  surviving  evidence,  it  has  not  normally  been  possible  to 
go  beyond  the  Assembly’s  generally  applicable  rulings  to  see  how  any 
particular  synod  intervened  in  the  ecclesiastical  affairs  of  its  diocese 
in  this  period.  However,  a manuscript  in  St  Andrews’  University 
library  reveals  how  the  pre-1572  synod  of  Fife  sought  to  regulate  the 
common  affairs  of  its  province.4 


ww'SluZSt  m!  Geneml  AssembUes  of,he  Church  ofSco,lmd-  ,56°- 

30  December  1562,  Acts  and  Proceedings  of  the  General  Assemblies  of  the  Kirk 
V‘ar  ed'  T'  Th0mS0"’  3 ™IS'  ®»*rgh/,839-45) 

L.  « ™7iy25°a;  9a9nd|0S"P'rin,“de"“:  and  Fife,  ,561-1572", 

St  Andrews  University,  MS  30451,  undated  [hereafter  StA,  MS  304511  This 
ntanuscnpt  was  firs,  discovered  by  Mr  R.N.  Smart  and  Professor “k  Cameron  A 
pre  limitary  examination  of  the  document  has  been  carried  out  by  Dr  Jane  Dawson  to 
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The  manuscript  comprises  of  four  large  folded  sheets,  bearing  the 
same  watermark,  and  originally  secured  in  the  middle  with  a stitch  to 
give  a cover  and  six  folios,  the  first  of  which  is  blank.  Large  portions 
of  the  front  cover  and  first  three  folios  are  missing,  possibly  destroyed 
by  damp  or  vermin.  What  little  remains  of  the  cover  gives  no  clue  to 
either  the  origin,  or  the  contents,  of  the  document.  Although  damaged, 
the  document  is  complete  with  no  missing  folios.  The  first  written 
folios  contain  a list  of  over  twenty-two  questions  to  be  asked  during  a 
parish  visitation;  The  remaining  four  written  folios  record  fifty-two 
enactments  of  an  unnamed  ecclesiastical  court.  This  court  was,  in  all 
probability,  the  synod  of  Fife. 

Many  enactments  can  be  traced  directly  to  acts  of  the  General 
Assembly,  some  substantially  to  Assembly  acts,  still  others  to  The 
First  Book  of  Discipline , but  numerous  acts  have  no  known 
antecedents.  All  of  the  enactments,  regardless  of  their  known 
antecedents,  deal  only  with  sub-national  concerns,  competent  before 
the  synod,  with  extensive  references  to  the  superintendent  and  his 
synod.  Some  of  these  references  talk  of  “this  jurisdiction”  and  are 
specific  to  the  superintendent  and  ministry  of  St  Andrews.* * 5 6 7 

Internal  evidence  suggests  that  the  document  was  compiled 

n 

c.1570.  Nevertheless  it  is  unlikely  that  the  impetus  behind  its 


whom  I am  grateful  for  bringing  it  to  my  attention.  An  analysis  of  its  contents  is  given 

in  Dunbar,  “Synods  and  Superintendence”,  101-113.  . 

5 Due  to  damage  to  the  manuscript  the  precise  number  of  questions  cannot  be 
determined.  These  questions  have  no  known  contemporary  equivalent  in  Scotland.  A 
set  of  five,  more  generall  areas  of  investigation  was  issued  by  James  VI  in  1586  to  the 
visitor  of  Dunblane.  Visitation  of  the  Diocese  of  Dunblane  and  other  Churches,  1586- 
1589,  ed.  J.  Kirk  (Edinburgh,  1984),  xvii-xviii.  The  king  also  issued  a set  of  sixteen 
points  to  be  investigated  to  the  visitor  of  Lothian,  ibid.,  xviii-xix,  3.  but  these  too  are 
less  specific  than  those  issued  by  the  synod  of  Fife. 

6 StA,  MS  30451  fos.  5r,  6v,  7r  items  3;  19,  28  (“item”  numbers  refer  to  the 
identification  of  clauses  as  given  in  the  transcript). 

7 The  dating  of  the  manuscript  derives  from  the  latest  dating  (March  1569/70)  of 
identified  Assembly  acts.  That  the  manuscript  was  not  written  much  beyond  this  date 
is  supported  by  the  absence  of  any  influence  from  the  January  1571/2  Convention  of 
Leith.  Moreover,  the  right  of  ministers  to  excommunicate,  upheld  in  the  manuscript 
(StA,  MS  30451  fo.  5v,  item  8)  was  removed  to  bishops,  superintendents  and 
commissioners  to  plant  kirks  in  1573  ( BUK , i,  284).  In  a similar  fashion,  the 
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compilation  was  the  Assembly’s  decision,  in  July  1569,  to  appoint 
John  Spottiswoode,  John  Knox,  John  Craig  and  David  Lindsay  to: 

revise  the  acts  of  the  General  Assemblies,  and  note  the  acts 
quhich  concern  the  common  affairs  of  superintendents  and 
ministers,  and  cause  the  samen  to  be  printed;  and  also  the 
form  of  excommunication  with  the  inauguration  of  the 
superintendents  and  ministers.* * 8 

Unlike  the  form  of  excommunication  which  was  duly  published  in 
later  that  year,  the  St  Andrews  document  is  in  manuscript.9  Nor  does 
the  contents  of  the  St  Andrews  document  fulfil  the  remit  of  the 
Assembly  instruction.  Some  of  the  pre-July  1569  Assembly  acts 
which  concerned  the  common  affairs  of  the  superintendents  and 
ministers  and  not  included  (for  example,  there  is  no  reference  to 
synods’  virtual  monopoly  over  questions  and  petitions  destined  for  the 
Assembly).10  The  manuscript  is  more  sophisticated  than  a mere 
compilation  of  acts  concerning  the  common  affairs  of  ministers  and 
superintendents.  Rather  than  being  nationally  applicable  the  document 
is  district-specific.  It  combines  the  form  of  questions  to  be  asked 
during  visitations  with  pertinent  acts,  derived  from  a variety  of 
sources  including  the  synod,  which  were  to  be  observed  within  the 
parishes  of  Fife.  The  intended  use  of  the  document  is  recorded  within 
its  own  pages: 

it  is  ordenit  yat  ewerie  minister  or  reader  within  yis 
juresdicxon  have  the  copy  of  yir  actis  to  ye  effect  yai  may 
knaw  how  ye  saidis  actis  ar  observit  in  yair  congregatioun  and 
yat  yai  may  admoneiss  ewerie  man  respective  of  his  awin  part 
and  informe  ye  Superintendent  at  his  visitationis  of  yaime  yat 
hes  transgressit  ye  samin.  And  to  ye  effect  ye  people  allage 


recognition  of  the  two  distinct  offices  of  exhorter  and  reader  upheld  in  the  manuscript 

(StA  MS  30451  fos.  5v,  6v,  items  9,  21  and  22)  was  not  sustained  beyond  1572. 

9 July  1569,  BUK,  i,  155. 

9 

The  ordoure  of  excommunicatioun  and  of  publict  repentance,  vsed  in  the  church 
of  Scotland  (R.  Lekpreuik,  Edinburgh  1569). 

Dunbar,  “Synods  and  Superintendence”,  100. 
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not  ignorance  yat  yir  actis  be  intimat  and  schawin  to  yame  as 
occasioun  shall  serwe." 

It  seems  likely  that  the  document  is  one  of  numerous  copies 
originating  in  the  synod  that  were  issued  to  individual  parishes.  The 
copying  of  the  acts  was  specifically  instructed  within  the  manuscript 
itself.  An  unassigned  act  required  every  incumbent  to  produce  for 
inspection  “ye  copie  of  yir  acts”  during  the  superintendent’s  visit.12 

I T 

The  manuscript’s  chronological  recording  of  acts  ~ would  date  this  act 
in  1563,  placing  it  among  the  first  issued  by  the  Fife  synod.14  It  is 
possible  that  the  St  Andrews  manuscript  is  the  copy  which  belonged 
to  an  unidentified  “Mr  Michael  ...”,  whose  name  survives,  in  part,  on 
the  damaged  cover.15 


1 1 StA,  MS  3045 1 , fo.  7r,  item  28. 

12  Ibid.,  fo.  5r,  item  6. 

13  With  the  exception  of  one  act  from  December  1563  being  placed  before 
numerous  acts  from  June  1563.  Ibid.,  fo.  4v,  item  M. 

The  essence  of  this  act  was  repeated  c.  1568-69.  Ibid.,  fo.  7r,  item  28. 

Attempts  to  identify  “Mr  Michael ...”  have  failed. 
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St  Andrews  University  MS  30451 16 

ffo.  lrl  - damaged 

Ex... 

Mr  Michael 

F[?]oth... 
and  ... 
for ... 

[fo.  lvl  - blank  - damaged 
ffo.  2r1  - blank  - damaged 
ffo.  2vl  - blank  - damaged 

rfo.3r1  - damaged 

Item.  In  y 

of  ye  ... 

Word  ... 

Item.  If ... 

Item.  Gif ... 
and  in[m]... 
and  th 

Item.  Gi 

[-]lict  pray 

Item.  Quhom  tha 

merchandice  or  p 

of  zoill  of  ony  ... 


I am  grateful  to  Dr  Norman  Reid  (Keeper  of  Manuscripts)  of  St  Andrews 
University  Library  for  permission  to  publish  this  transcript. 
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Item.  Gif  yay  knaw  ... 
father  or  mother ... 

Item.  Gif  thay  knaw  o 

iniurius  spekeris  salb 

drunkataris  and  nychtwa[lkeris]  ... 

Item.  Gif  yay  knaw  ony  ... 
mengaris  or  manstaeris  ... 

Item.  Gif  thay  knaw  ony  man  ... 
parteis  quhom  to  thay  have  ... 
personis  separait  from  vthe[r]  ... 

Item.  Gif  thay  knaw  ony  ma 

quhom  to  thay  ar  joynit  n 

Item.  Gif  thay  knaw  ony  oker 

or  musaris  ony  common  pla 

or  vteris  playis  wasteris  of  th 

Item.  Gif  thay  knaw  ony  idill  w 

Item.  Gif  thay  knaw  ony  manifes 

Item.  Gif  thay  knaw  ony  giveris  of ... 

Item.  Gif  that  knaw  ony  procura 

persewaris  or  mentenaris  of  mo 

Item.  To  knaw  gif  the  eldaris  dea 

punisching  of  faltis. 

Item.  Gif  ye  minister  or  reader  be  of ... 
and  gif  ony  interuptioun  be  maid  ... 

Item.  Gif  ony  personis  zowng  or  ... 


222 


Item.  Gif  ony  personis  livis  and  r 

salld. 

Item.  To  knaw  gif  ony  man  hes  maid  ... 
lauchfullie  ar  callit. 

Item.  Gif  ony  man  teachis  scho 

Item.  Gif  ye  minister  or  reder  ... 
of  ye  baptised  and  maried  ... 

rfo.  3vl  - damaged17 

r ye  ministratioun  of  ye  sacramentis 

...  negligence  of  ye  parentis 

m is  ludgit  or  ony  barnis 

y or  maddins  in  specialie 

...  magistratis  yat  dois  nocht  yir 

teris  efor  officiaris  in  ye  kirk  yat 

runkatis  or  nycht  walkaris  or 

tryed  ye  faith  of  ye  bairins  of  nyne  zeris 

stied  for  ye  puris 

...  bellis  rung  for  ye  dede 


Because  of  the  damage  to  the  manuscript  the  division 
questions  is  uncertain. 


the  text  in  this  page  into 
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ffo.  4rl  - damaged 

[A] 

1.  It  is  ... 

sacramen 

and  ... 

men  ... 

A 

in  y 

yat  y 

[B] 

2.  It  is  ... 
vnder ... 

author 

and  y 

of  tha 

esteblyshed  ... 

[C] 

3.  It  is  ord 

ane  vther  ... 

Sinodall  c 

or  reader  ... 

of  lyfe  and  ... 

[D] 

4.  It  is  inhibit  yat  ony  ... 
within  ye  kirk  bot  in  ... 

no  day  be  keipt  h 

keipt  as  it  is  comm 

haldin  thairon  wnder  ... 
yairvpon  and  als  vnder  ye  . 


[E18] 

It  is  requirit  that  provisioun  ... 

quhair  yai  ar  borne  and  y 

yai  may  be  knawin  natiwe  to  yai 

vitable  supportit  and  yat  th 

peple  almis  for  ye  pooris  and  ... 

sum  of  ye  deaconis  to  be  destr 

ye  minister  and  elderis  and  yat 

put  in  wret  how  mekill  he 

yat  compt  may  be  tane  th 

[F] 

It  is  ordenit  yat  no  bairnis  gottin  in  ... 

befoir  yat  ye  parentis  or  at  leist  a 

befoir  ye  congregatioun.  And  yat ... 
of  ye  bairne  if  ye  saimen  be  gottin  ... 
And  als  it  is  ordenit  yat  na  veme[n]  ... 

present  his  awin  bairne  to  bap 

to  be  wsit  in  tyme  comming. 


[G19] 

Item.  It  is  ordenit  yat  no  mariage  ... 
proclamit  vpon  three  severall  Sondaye  ... 

-zatioun  and  in  case  yai  do,  yat  oppi 

befor  ye  solemnizatioun.  And  in  cace  y 

that  oppin  mendis  be  maid  in  likwiss.  A ... 
wpone  Sonday  alenarlie  onles  yairbe  ane  ... 
It  is  ordenit  yat  no  solemnizatioun  of ... 
or  reader  be  advertisit  thairof  vpon  ... 
yat  no  bannes  be  proclamit  betuix  ... 
to  permittit  to  proceid  in  mariage  ... 


1 8 

..5,?  FirSt  B°°k  °f  DisciPline'  ed-  J K-  Cameron  (Edinburgh,  1972)  [hereafter 
r DU J,  1 13. 

19  Cf.  ibid.,  195-6. 
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ffo.  4v1  - damaged 

[H20] 

...  communion  of  ye  sacrament 
...  knawis  ye  Lordis  Prayer 
...xv  zearis  aige.  And 
...  and  yat  dewe  exami- 

e be  admittit  thairto 

aminat  and  yat  ye 

...  And  yat  no  exhortar 


[I] 

...  kirk  ha  we  ane  Register 
...  and  ye  day  of  yair 
...of  yame  yat  ar  baptizat 
...  parentis  and  witnes 
...  adulterie  or  fornicatioun 
...  And  also  yat  ye  names 

ok  and  ye  day  of  yair 

...  at  ye  senzeis  and  at  ye 

[J] 

...  hawe  ye  book  of  lawes  God  callit 
...of  our  salvatioun  as  contenit 

est  place  of  ye  kirk  to  ye  effect 

tioun  of  ye  samin. 

[K] 

ilk  kirk  and  congregatioun  conveine  and  assemble 

...  zerwyse  ony  vther  day  as  occasioun  shall 
...  out  of  transgressoris  and  putting  correc- 

[L21] 

...  exhortaris  or  vtheris  haweing  ye  gift  to  interpret 
...  x myllis  to  ony  towne  quhair  exerceiss  is  to 


20 

21 


Cf.  ibid.,  184. 
Cf.  ibid.,  190. 
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...  yair  tyme  about. 


[M22] 

...  ewerye  parochin  vpon  land.  It  is  ordenit  yat  ane  beir  be  maid 

[cojrps  to  buriall.  And  village  or  toun  quhair  ye  deid  lyis 

acent  thairto  or  ane  nomber  of  everie  houss  convoy  ye 

...  eyther  singing  reding  or  vther  serimonye  and  zeard  ye 
...  zeard,  and  yat  nane  be  zeardit  in  ye  nycht  or  without  ye 

[N23] 

...  man  or  woman  or  vtheris  vnfre  personis  contract  mariage  vithout 

leice  of  yair  parentis,  tutoris  or  curatoris  and  in  lykwyss 

...  man  violat  or  defloir  ony  virgin  for  if  he  sail  so  do 
...  hawe  hir  to  his  wyfe  or  ellis  to  soit  hir  at  ye 
...  entiris.  And  if  he  be  not  able  to  pay  hir  tochar  according 
...  be  punished  in  his  body. 

[O24] 

...no  reader  be  continuit  in  ye  office  of  readin  abone  ye  space 

nles  ye  three  zearis  being  past  it  be  knawin  he  hes  prosperit 

lege  yat  thairefter  he  may  be  abill  to  exhort  or  to 

...  it  is  ordanit  yat  all  readeris  reiect  and  put  away 

atioun  to  ye  end  yai  may  mair  frelie  insist  and  be 

[st]udy  and  knawlege  of  letteris. 


[P] 

...  mariage  salbe  reput  and  haldin  lauchfull  in  judgment  onles  ye 

e ye  minister  or  reader  and  tua  of  ye  elderis  or 

...  leist  betuixt  twa  or  three  honest  and  faithfull  witnesses 
...  yat  all  mariage  mariage  (sic)  be  solemnizat  within  xl 

[d]ue  haist  eftir  in  ye  proclamatioun  of  ye  bannes.  And 

j •••  [sojlemnizat  mariage  bot  sic  as  beris  office  in  ye  kirk 


ibid.,  199-200;  BUK,  i,  43  (December  1563). 
j Cf.  FBD,  192-3. 

24  Cf.  ibid.,  111-12. 
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[Q] 

...  causis  it  is  thocht  expedient  yat  wemen  be  no  witnesses  nor  zit 
...  ye  ministratione  of  baptisme  except  it  be  sic  ane  woman  yat 
...  in  adultrie,  incest  or  fornicatione  in  ye  quhilk  caice  ye  faither 
...  [w]oman  being  penitent  may  be  sufferit  to  present  hir  bairne  and  to 
ne  of  ye  bairne  alwys  satisfatione  being  maid  of  befoir. 

Tfo.  5rl 

[1] 

Item.  Forsamekill  as  it  is  manifestlie  knawin  yat  ye  puir  cottaris 
throuchout  ye  haill  cuntrey  ar  put  to  sick  extreme  servitude  yat  yai  ar 
sa  astrictit  to  serve  yair  maisteris  and  gentill  men  yat  ar  yair  superioris 
sax  dayis  on  ye  weik  especialie  in  tyme  of  harwest  yat  na  laser  is 
grantit  to  yame  wpone  ye  sax  dayis  of  ye  weik  to  scheir  and  win  yair 
sobir  lott  and  portioun  of  corne  bot  is  constranit  be  yair  maisteris 
vnmerciles  oppressioun  yat  yai  be  force  man  work  wpone  Sonday 
expreslie  aganis  Goddis  command.  And  in  lykwys  ye  puir  laboraris  ar 
chargit  with  yair  maisteris  carrage  and  wthir  service  wpone  Sonday. 
Quhairfoir  it  is  requyrit  in  ye  name  of  God  yat  all  gentill  men  and 
wtheris  hawing  cottaris  and  tennentis  vndir  yame  yat  yai  wald  be  sa 
cheritabill  to  yame  to  gif  yame  licence  in  tyme  of  harwest  fra  xii 
houris  furth  ilk  Settirday  to  scheir  and  win  yair  awin  corne.  And 
sicklyk  yat  yai  will  nocht  charge  yair  tennentis  with  yair  careage 
vpone  Sounday  certefeing  all  yame  yat  sail  do  in  ye  contrair  heirof 
and  sail  caus  yair  tennentis  and  laboraris  to  neglect  ye  service  of  God 
and  work  vpone  Sonday  yai  salbe  accusit  as  trangressoris  of  ye 
command  of  God  and  breikaris  of  ye  Sabboth  day  and  of  ye  act  of 
Parliament  maid  yairwpoun. 

Item.  It  is  ordanit  yat  no  man  yat  is  contractit  or  conpromittit  withony  I 
woman  (this  contract  being  knawin  or  schawin  to  ye  kirk)  be  permittit 
to  compromit  or  proclame  bannes  withony  wthir  woman  vnto  sic  tyme 
it  be  knawin  to  ye  kirk  of  (sic)  ye  former  promeiss  wes  lauchfull  or 
vnlauchfull  to  be  keipit  or  brockin  and  ye  decreit  of  ye  kirk  to  be 
obtenit  yairwpone  befoir  he  be  permittit  to  marie  ony  wther  woman. 
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[325] 

Item.  Gif  yair  be  ony  personis  in  ony  congregations  yat  refusses  to 
accept  ye  office  of  ane  elder  or  ane  decoun  or  acceptand  ye  said  office 
will  nocht  wse  ye  samyn  according  to  yair  wocatione,  to  ye  honor  of 
God,  outsetting  of  his  trew  word  and  religione  for  observing  of  ane 
gud  ordor  in  his  kirk  and  for  punising  of  sic  crymes  as  is  done  aganis 
his  Dewyne  Maiestie.  And  siclyk  gif  yair  be  ony  personis  in  ony 
congregatione  yat  will  nocht  obey  ye  iudgment  and  ressonabill 
correctionis  of  yair  ministerie  dewilie  vsing  yair  office.  It  is  inhibit 
yat  no  minister  within  yis  iurisdixtion  mak  ministratione  of  ony 
sacrament  to  sic  stubburne  personis  as  salbe  fund  inobedient  to  ye 
premisses  nor  zit  to  yair  seid  in  ye  ministratione  of  baptism.  And 
siclyk  is  ordenit  to  be  wsit  with  yame  quha  continualie  abstractis  yaim 
from  yair  parochie  kirk,  and  resortis  nocht  to  ye  samyn  to  heir  Goddis 
Word. 

[4] 

It  is  thocht  expedient  and  necessar  yat  everie  minister  and  reidar  sail 
remane  and  mak  residence  at  yair  awin  kirkis  and  giff  ony  obiectis  yai 
want  yair  mansses  be  ressone  quhairof  yai  can  nocht  mak  residence 
yat  ye  complaineris  gif  in  yair  billis 

Ifo.  5v1 

to  ye  lordis  of  ye  sessioun  or  rather  to  ye  procuratoris  of  ye  kirk  with 
dew  informatione  quha  will  gif  or  procure  letters  to  yame  for 
restitutione  of  yair  mansses  conforme  to  ye  act  of  Parliament. 

[526] 

It  is  inhibit  and  straitlie  forbiddin  yat  ony  excomunicat  persone  be 
admittit  to  ye  communioun  or  participatione  of  ye  sacramentis  nor  to 
ye  societie  of  ye  faythfull  pepill  of  God  in  commoun  praying  or 
wyerwys  except  onlie  in  hering  of  Goddis  Word  to  ye  effect  yat  yair 
by  yai  may  be  mowit  to  repentance  and  reconciliatione  to  God  and  his 


Cf.  ibid.,  170  which  states  that  the  sacraments  are  not  to  be  administered  to 
children  of  excommunicants,  and  BUK,  i,  170  (March  1 569/70)  which  overturns  this 
Cf.  FBD,  171 . 
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kirk.  And  siclyk  na  excomunicat  persoun  be  chosin  or  permittit  to  wse 
ye  office  of  ane  elder  or  deacoun  or  ony  wthir  publict  office  in  ony 
congregatione. 


Item.  It  is  requyrit  and  ordanit  yat  ewerie  minister  or  kkkman  reidar 
of  kirkis  sail  produce  at  ye  Superintendentis  wisitationis  ye  buik 
contening  ye  names  of  ye  mareit  personis,  of  yame  yat  ar  baptizit,  and 
of  yame  yat  depairtis  togidder  with  ye  copie  of  yir  actis  and  chartor  of 
recess  quharin  is  contenit  ye  faltis  fund  at  his  visitationis  to  ye  effect 
it  may  be  knawin  quhow  ye  saidis  faltis  ar  correctit  and  punisit. 

[7] 

Item.  In  respect  of  ye  mony  and  diversse  superstitious  halie  dayis 
quhilk  ye  pepill  in  ye  tyme  of  papistrie  wer  chargit  and  onerat  to  keip 
ye  samin  holy  day  and  now  mercifullie  is  relewit  yairfra.  Thairfoir  in 
ye  name  of  God  it  is  requyrit  yat  ye  haill  inhabitantis  of  everie 
congregatione  convene  for  ye  space  of  twa  or  thre  houris  at  ye  tyme  of 
ye  Superintendentis  visitationis  to  heare  Goddis  Word  preachit  and  to 
ressave  sic  ordoris  as  ye  generall  kirk  hes  ordenit  to  be  sett  out  and 
published.  And  to  ye  effect  yat  yis  may  be  better  performit  ordenis 
everie  minister  quhen  yai  sail  publishe  ye  Superintendentis  edict  send 
to  yame  for  wairning  of  yair  congregationis  to  ye  day  of  his 
visitatioun  diligentlie  to  insist  in  yis  thing  and  to  require  all  gentill 
men  and  vtheris  inhabitantis  of  yair  parochinis  to  conveine  as  ye  tenor 
of  edict  more  fullilie  shall  beir. 

[S] 

Item.  It  is  ordenit  yat  if  ony  persons  remaining  at  dissentioun  will 
nocht  be  reconcilit  to  amitie,  luf  and  kyndnes  be  minister  efter  dew 
admonitionis  gewin  be  yame  eftire  ye  forme  of  ye  ewangall.  It  is 
thocht  yat  ye  said  minister  may  proceid  aganis  yame  with  ye  sentence 
of  excommunicatioun.  Provyding  yat  befoir  ye  pronunsatioun  thairof 
dew  admonitione  be  gewin  as  said  is. 

[9] 
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Item.  It  is  statut  and  ordanit  yat  no  mane  presume  or  tak  wpon  hand  to 
preache  or  teache  in  ye  pulpat,  hot  sic  as  ar  admittit  ministeris  and  to 
minister  ye  sacrament  of  ye  body  and  blud  of  Christ  and  yat  all  vther 
exhortaris  and  readaris  stand  in  sume  vther  plaice  deput  to  yame  to 
wse  ye  executioun  of  yair  officis. 

[10] 

Item.  It  is  statut  that  all  ministeris  befoir  ye  solemnization  of  ony 
mariage  have  promeisses  and  tak  sufficient  cautioun  of  ye  pairtis  to  be 
coniunit  in  mariage,  and  of  yair  parentis  (if  yai  ony  hawe)  that  yai  sail 
not  vse  or  tholl  be  vsit  in  ye  day  of  yair  mariage  ony  pyping  or  fidling 
or  ony  vther  sic  vantioun  licht  vaniteis  in  oppin  streittis  about  marcat 
croces  or  ony  vther  common  plaice  and  quha  sail  do  in  ye  contrar 
heirof  salbe  subiect  to  discipline  according  as  ye  kirk  shall  lay  to  yair 
charge  and  if  yai  cum  to  ye  kirk  haweing  bagpypis  plaiand  befoir 
yame  yai  sail  nocht  be  mariet  for  yat  day. 

ffo-  frl 

[11] 

Item.  Knawin  yat  mony  and  diverss  infantis  and  bairnis  in  tymes 
bipast  in  silence  of  ye  nycht  and  by  ye  comune  plaice  of  buriall  hes 
beine  zeardit  at  Lekkir  Stainnis  and  besyd  common  streittis  the 
parentis  of  sic  nocht  knawin.  Quhilkis  iustlie  may  be  supponit  to  have 
beine  gottin  in  adulterie  incest  or  sic  wther  ingodlie  wayes.  And 
thairfor  yairfor  (sic)  yair  parentis  fearing  punishment  to  hawe 
murderet  and  put  downe  yair  awin  bairnis  gottin  in  maner  foirsaid. 
And  yairfor  tor  awoyding  of  sic  inconvenentis  it  is  statut  and  ordenit 
yat  no  prewie  nor  quiet  buriall  salbe  in  tyme  cuming  bot  yat  all 
personis  be  conwoyit  to  buriall  on  ye  day  licht  betuixt  ye  sown  rysing 
and  to  going  of  ye  samin  with  ane  sufficient  number  of  faithfull  men 
and  ye  body  departit  to  be  layit  in  ye  commun  plaice  of  buriall  of  that 
kirk.  And  if  ony  salbe  found  to  have  doun  in  ye  contrair  heirof  yai 
salbe  haldin  to  have  murderit  and  put  doun  ye  persone  sua  buryit  and 
thairfor  to  be  punished  according  to  ye  lawes  of  ye  Realme. 

[12] 
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Item.  It  is  statut  yat  no  woman  tak  on  infant  to  nurissing  onles  first 
scho  inquir  and  hawe  knawlege  quha  ar  ye  parentis  of  ye  infant  and  in 
quhat  maner  ye  samin  is  gottin.  And  als  quhen  yai  salbe  inquirite  shall 
testifye  quha  sustenis  ye  infant  and  payes  for  ye  nurisching  of  ye 
samin. 

[1327] 

Item.  It  is  statut  yat  no  midwyfe  shall  vse  hir  office  or  mak  helpe  to 
ony  wemen  in  yir  birth  except  to  sic  as  ar  wnder  mariage  except  first 
scho  inquire  quhat  maner  ye  baime  is  gottin  and  quha  is  ye  father 
thairof.  And  efter  yat  scho  have  knawlege  thairof  in  gudlie  haist  to 
pass  to  ye  minister  of  yat  parochin  quhair  ye  woman  duellis  and 
informe  him  of  ye  bairnis  father  and  he  to  [word  omitted]  yair  names 
in  hes  book.  And  gif  ony  midwyfe  shall  transgress  yis  ordor  salbe 
punished  as  accordis. 

[1428] 

Item.  It  is  ordenit  yat  no  contract  of  mariage  allagit  to  be  maid 
secreitlie,  carnall  copulation  following,  shall  hawe  fathe  in  iudgment 
in  ony  tyme  to  cum  wnto  sic  tyme  yat  ye  contractaris  suffer  as 
brekkaris  of  guid  ordor  and  sklanderaris  of  ye  kirk  and  thaireftir  yat 
fathe  shall  no  be  gewin  wnto  yat  promeiss  vnto  sic  tyme  yat  famuss 
and  unsuspect  witnes  affirme  ye  samin  or  ellis  baith  ye  parteis  confess 
it.  And  in  cace  probatioun  or  confessioun  follow  nocht  yat  ye 
offendaris  be  punissit  as  fornicatoris. 

[1529] 

Concerning  ye  ordor  of  appellationis  it  is  statut  and  ordenit  yat  if  ony 
persone  thinkis  yame  selfis  hurt  be  sentence  gewin  be  ony  minister 
elders  and  deaconis  of  kirkis  it  salbe  leasum  to  ye  pairtie  sua  hurt  to 
appeill  to  ye  Superintendent  of  ye  Diocy  and  his  sinodall  conventioun 
within  ten  dayes  nixt  yairefter  and  ye  said  Superintendent  shall  tak 
cognitioun  quhidder  it  was  weill  appeillit  or  nocht,  and  gewe  his 


Cf.  The  Buik  of  the  Kirk  of  the  Canagait,  1564-1567,  ed.  A.B.  Calderwood 
(Edinburgh,  1961),  10,  28. 

28  Cf.  BUK,  i,  32  (June  1563). 

29  Cf.  *Mi.,  32-3  (June  1563). 
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sentence  yairvpon.  And  if  ye  pairtie  zit  allagis  him  self  hurt  be  ye 
Superintendent  and  his  conventioun  it  salbe  [lawfullf0  to  appeill  to  ye 
Generali  Assemble  of  ye  kirk  immediatlie  yairefter  following  within  x 
dayes  as  of  befoir  and  ye  said  assemble  to  tak  cognitioun  of  ye  said 
appellatioun  quhidder  it  was  weill  appeillit  or  nocht  and  yairefter  to 
pronounce  sentence  thairintill  fra  ye  quhilk  it  sail  nocht  be  leasum  [to 
the  said paitie ]31  to  appeill  bot  ye  formair  sentence  to  have  executioun 
according  to  ye  tenor  of  ye  samin.  And  ye  samin  ordor  salbe  keappit 
be  personis  presentit  to  benefices  to  quhome  collation  is  refusit 
according  to  ye  act  of  parliament  maid  yairvpon. 

rfo.  6rl 

And  if  ye  appellant  iustify  nocht  his  appellatioun  befoir  ye 
Superintendant  and  hes  conventione  foirsaid  that  he  sail  imput  sic  ane 
paine  vpon  ye  said  appellant  as  he  shall  think  gud  abone  ye  expensses 
to  ye  partie  quhilk  paine  salbe  delyverit  to  ye  deacones  of  ye  kirk 
quhair  ye  first  sentence  is  gewine  to  be  destribut  to  ye  pooris. 

[1632] 

Item.  It  is  ordenit  yat  instruction  of  ye  zouth  be  committit  till  nane 
within  yis  realme  neyther  in  vniversiteis  nor  with  out  ye  samin  bot  to 
sic  yat  professes  Christis  trew  religion  now  publictlie  preachit  and  yat 
sic  as  occupy  ye  plaises  not  professing  as  said  is  be  removit  frome  ye 
samin  conforme  to  ye  act  of  parliament  laitlie  maid  thair  vpon. 

[1733] 

Item.  It  is  statut  and  ordenit  yat  no  work  be  set  furth  in  prent  neyther 
zit  publishid  in  wreit  tuoching  religion  and  doctrine  vnto  sic  tyme  as  it 
salbe  presentit  to  [theH]  Superintendent  of  ye  diosy  avysit  and 
approwit  be  him  and  sic  as  he  shall  call  of  ye  maist  learnit  within  his 
boundis  for  awysing  thairoff.  And  if  yai  dowt  in  ony  poynt  sa  yat  yai 
can  nocht  clearlie  agree-resolve  in  ye  samin  yai  sail  produce  ye  said 


Missing  word  supplied  from  ibid.,  33. 
Missing  words  supplied  from  ibid. 

Cf.  ibid.,  33-4  (June  1563). 
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work  to  ye  Generali  Assemble  of  ye  kirk  quhair  ordor  salbe  takin 
tuoching  resolutioun  of  ye  samin  doubt. 

[18] 

Item.  It  is  statut  yat  ilk  minister  hawand  residence  vpon  land  reid  ye 
commun  prayers  ilk  Sonday  on  ye  morning  to  ye  servandis  of  ye 
parochine  and  sic  vther  as  pleisses  conwein  yair.  And  thair  efter  at  ten 
houris  to  preache  ye  Word  of  God  and  minister  ye  sacramentis. 

[19] 

Item.  Anent  ye  proclamatioun  of  bannes  it  is  statut  yat  how  sown  ony 
lauchfull  impediment  is  allagit  befoir  ye  congregatioun  that  ye 
minister  shall  appoynt  ane  certaine  day  to  prove  ye  allagit  impediment 
eyther  befor  ye  minister  and  elderis  of  yat  kirk  or  befor  ye 
Superintendent  and  ministerie  of  Sanctandrois.  And  yat  ye  minister 
ceiss  fra  forther  proclamatioun  of  bannes  quhilk  [sic]  cognition  be 
takin  and  decreit  pronuncit  anent  ye  allagit  impediment. 

[20] 

Item.  As  is  allegit  statut  yat  no  minister  presume  or  tak  vpon  hand  to 
preache  mak  ministratioun  of  ye  sacramentis  or  solemnizatioun  of 
mariagis  vithin  ane  vther  ministeris  boundis  without  licence  of  ye 
minister  or  Superintendant  and  especialie  this  to  be  keapit  in  sic  partis 
quhair  ordor  is  preschryvit. 

[21] 

Item.  It  is  statut  yat  if  ony  minister  exhortar  or  reader  shalbe  absent 
vpon  ye  Sabboth  day  frome  his  kirk  to  ye  quhilk  he  is  apoynttit 
without  lauchfull  causse  and  ye  cause  schawin  to  ye  elderis  and 
deacones  of  yair  kirk  the  minister  sail  pay  xxs  ye  exhortar  xs  And  ye 
reader  halfe  ane  mark  to  be  destribut  to  ye  pooris  or  vther  common 
effearis  of  ye  kirk.  And  ye  samin  ordor  to  be  vsit  with  yame  yat 
absentis  yame  frome  ye  sinodall  conventioun.  And  everie  howshaldar 
absent  frome  ye  kirk  sail  pay  iiij d. 

[22] 
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Item.  Yat  no  minister  by  awyse  of  ye  Superintendent  or  zit  exhortar  or 
reader  bind  or  abstract  yame  selfis  to  preache  or  minister  ye 
sacramentis  to  ony  vther  kirk  then  yai  ar  apoyntit  to  be  ye 
Superintendent  vnder  ye  paine  of  deprivation  and  sic  lyk  yat  tak 
money  for  ministratioun  of  ye  sacramentis  vnder  ye  samin  paine. 

Ifo.  7r] 

[23] 

Item.  Quhen  ony  minister  is  provydit  to  ony  benefice  he  salbe  astrictit 
to  mak  residence  at  ye  kirk  quhair  ye  benefice  is  vnder  ye  paine  of 
amissioun  of  his  benefice. 

[24] 

Item.  It  is  statut  that  na  minister  nor  vther  member  of  ye  kirk  sail  sett 
takis  of  his  benefice  nor  zit  mak  diminution  of  his  rentall  vythout 
advyce  and  licence  of  ye  generall  kirk. 

[2535] 

Item.  It  is  thoucht  lauchfull  and  gud  yat  notorius  or  convict 
murtheraris  and  adultereris  be  excomunicat  be  ye  kirk.  And  being 
excomunicat  yat  yai  be  not  resavit  agane  to  reconsiliatioun  be  ony 
particular  kirk  till  yai  first  present  yame  selfis  befoir  ye  assemble  of 
ye  generall  kirk  and  yair  ressave  iniunctionis  and  discipline  for  yair 
offensis  and  sklander. 

[2636] 

Item.  It  is  statut  and  ordenit  yat  suppressoris  of  yair  childrin  and 
baimes  mak  publict  satisfactioun  in  sakcloith  bair  fut  and  bair  headit 
and  als  of  as  ye  kirk  sail  think  guid  to  appoint  according  to  ye  qualitie 
and  quhantitie  of  the  fait  and  oppression  committit  and  yat  sume 
nychtboris  see  ye  zoung  barnes  depairt. 


35 
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[2737] 

Item.  It  is  concludit  be  ye  generall  kirk  yat  papistis  refusing  to  ioyne 
yame  selfis  to  ye  reformit  kirk  efter  yai  have  ressavit  sufficient 
admonitionis  according  to  ye  ordor  establishid  in  particular  kirkis. 
And  yai  zit  remaning  obstinat  salbe  decernit  publictlie  in  all 
congregationes  necesser  to  be  out  of  ye  societie  of  Christis  body  and 
to  be  repudiat  and  abhorrit  as  personis  excomunicat.  And  humle 
supplicatione  to  be  maid  to  ye  suppreme  magistrat  for  forther 
pvnisment  according  according  [sic]  to  ye  lawet?  if  yai  remaine 
impenitent. 

[28] 

Item.  Finalie  it  is  ordenit  yat  ewerie  minister  or  reader  within  yis 
juresdixion  have  the  copy  of  yir  actis  to  ye  effect  yai  may  knaw  how 
ye  saidis  actis  ar  observit  in  yair  congregatioun  and  yat  yai  may 
admoneiss  ewerie  man  respective  of  his  awin  part  and  informe  ye 
Superintendent  at  his  visitationis  of  yame  yat  hes  transgressit  ye 
samin.  And  to  ye  effect  ye  people  allage  not  ignorance  yat  yir  actis  be 
intimat  and  schawin  to  yame  as  occasioun  shall  serwe. 

[29] 

Item.  It  is  statut  yat  ewerie  erll  lord  and  great  barroun  haweand  ane 
minister  or  reader  [in]  yair  paroche  kirk  and  heveand  no  reassonabill 
excuse  yat  bydis  frome  ye  sermone  or  prayeris  vpon  ye  Sonday  for  ye 
first  fait  he  sail  pay  to  ye  kirk  masteris  xls,  for  ye  secund  fait  iiij  lib, 
and  for  ye  thrid  fait  vj  li  and  sua  consequentlie.  And  sic  lyk  ilk  small 
barroun  gentill  man  or  burgess  for  ye  first  fait  sail  pay  xs,  for  ye 
secund  xxs,  and  for  ye  thrid  xxxs.  And  in  lyk  maner  ewerie  husband 
man  and  craftis  man  for  ye  first  fait  sail  pay  twa  s,  for  ye  secund  iiijs, 
and  for  ye  thrid  vj s viii d.  And  sa  mony  as  hes  nocht  to  pay  for  ye  first 
fait  salbe  twa  dayes  in  presone  with  breid  and  watter,  for  ye  secund 
iiij  dayes,  and  for  ye  thrid  vj  dayes  and  sua  consequentlie.  And  yis  to 
be  wnderstand  alsweill  of  ye  wemen  as  of  ye  men.  And  ye  kirk 
maisteris  in  ewerie  parochine  to  mak  compt  zearlie  to  ye  elderis  of  ye 
samin. 
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[30] 

Item.  It  is  statut  yat  no  excommunicat  persone  yat  depairtis 
excommunicat  be  eardit  within  ye  buriall  of  ye  faithfull  bot  yat  all  sic 
personis  as  desyrit  not  ye  societie  of  ye  faithfull  quhen  yai  war 
leweand  be  nocht  participant  of  yair  cumpany  quhen  yai  ar  deid. 

rfo.  7vi 

[31] 

It  is  statut  yat  no  persone  ressave  ony  wemen  with  bairne  in  housses 
nor  zit  ony  baimis  to  be  nurished  in  yair  housses  onles  yai  have 
knawlege  quha  is  ye  bairnis  father.  And  yat  it  be  gottin  in  mariage. 
And  quha  sail  do  in  ye  contrare  heirof  salbe  punished  accordinglie. 

[32] 

Item.  In  respect  of  ye  great  inobedience  and  contempt  of  ye  actoritie 
of  the  kirk  it  is  statut  and  ordenit  that  quhosover  is  delatit  to  ye  kirk 
for  committing  of  ony  crime  and  efter  yat  he  is  thrys  summoned  and 
anis  personalie  apprehendit  to  compeir  befoir  his  iudge  ordinar  vnder 
ye  paine  of  excomunicatioun  to  heir  tryell  tane  of  his  crime  or  to  heir 
probatioun  led  for  weryfyng  of  sic  ane  crime  or  to  heir  him  selfe 
decernit  to  be  punist  for  committing  sic  ane  cryme.  And  with 
certificatioun  yat  if  he  compeiris  not  ye  thrid  tyme  ye  crime  salbe 
haldin  pro  professo  gife  he  compeiris  nocht  at  ye  thrid  summondis 
then  in  respect  of  his  monifold  contumacie  and  contempt  he  salbe 
reput  and  haldin  as  convict  of  ye  crime  quhairof  he  is  delatit.  And  ye 
kirk  sail  proceid  ordarlie  aganis  him  with  ye  sentence  of 
excomunicatioun  till  he  offer  him  selfe  to  repentence  and  obedience 
of  ye  kirk. 

[3338] 

Item.  It  is  statut  that  ewerie  collector  be  present  at  ilk  synodoll  and 
generall  assemble  of  ye  kirk  to  knaw  ye  mynd  of  ye  kirk  anent  yair 
officis  and  vther  thingis  concerning  yame  vnder  ye  paine  of 
deprivation. 


38 


Cf.  ibid.,  161  (March  1569/70). 


[3439] 

Item.  It  is  statut  yat  ye  Superintendent  with  advice  of  his  ministers  at 
yair  sinodoll  conventionis  may  imput  or  output  yair  collectoris  as  yai 
sail  think  gud  and  as  ye  cause  sail  require  for  ye  tyme. 

[3540] 

It  is  also  statut  yat  na  minister  or  reader  providit  to  ony  benefice  sail 
set  takis  of  his  glebe  or  mansse  in  ony  vay  nor  zit  ony  part  of  his 
benefice  with  diminutioun  of  his  rentall  vnder  ye  paine  of 
deprivatioun. 
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Cf.  ibid.,  162  (March  1569/70). 
Cf.  ibid.,  163  (March  1569/70). 
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